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Abstract

The Dialectic of Intellect and Art in the legacy of Saiied Qutub

A research by:
Aysha Ghazi Mohammad Ibrahim
Supervised by:
Dr. Thanaa’ Najati Ayyash

Associate Professor

This study aims at shedding light upon Saiied Qutub’s views on intellect and its
dialectic relation with art given the importance of this matter in terms of comprehending
the role of art in general and literature in particular in life and society, and also in
orienting the concepts of intellect and behavior. Furthermore, it is worth mentioning
that Qutub was an author, poet, intellectual, and an exegete of the Holy Qur’an at the
same time; thus, studying his experience has a great importance in that it makes way for
researchers to explore the notable phenomena in this subject.

This study contains an introduction followed by two chapters; whereas the introduction
deals with the life of Qutub and the most prominent scientific and practical events. It
also lists the author’s diverse literary works and classifies it chronically and
subjectively. The research then addresses the most important views of contemporary
intellects and authors on the dialectical relation between art and art — literature in
particular- that are mainly contrasting and contradictory.

The first chapter introduces Qutub’s view on this dialectical relation; whereas the first
section of this chapter is based upon Qutub’s theories mentioned in his literary works;
particularly his words in the last book he wrote in this subject “Literary Criticism: Its
Principals and Approaches “. While the second section places his views based on the
practical application of Qutub in the literary and intellectual works.

Lastly, the second chapter attempts to investigate the factors influencing his views. It is
divided into three subjects: the first studies the effects of his upbringing and his social
reality, and the second demonstrates the effects of his imprisonment and the political
reality, while the last subject reveals the role of culture and the intellectual reality.



